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YEAR 2000 TRANSPORTATION 
SYSTEM PLAN ADOPTED 


The Policy Committee of the West Palm Beach Urban 
Area Transportation Study, which has responsibility 


A long-range transportation planning within the 
-urban study area, has adopted a “Year 2000 Trans- 


portation System Plan”. This Plan was developed 
by the consulting firm of Peat, Marwick, Mitchell & 
Co. who were retained by the Florida Department 
of Transportation to conduct the major re-evaluation 
and update effort. The updating process has covered 
a time span of 13 months. Coordination and super- 
vision was provided by the transportation staff of the 
Area Planning Board. 


The planning process was conducted under the rules, 
regulations and guidelines of the Federal Highway 
Administration and the Urban Mass Transportation 
Administration. This Plan is part of the requirements 
necessary to maintain eligibility for funding assistance 


A to this area from the federal agencies for highway and 


transit capital improvements and transit operating 
assistance. 


The Transportation System Plan for the Year 2000 
consists of two parts: 


A) Year 2000 Transportation Needs Plan 

B) Year 2000 Cost Feasible Transportation Plan. 
Each Plan contains both a highway element and a 
transit element. 


YEAR 2000 HIGHWAY ELEMENT 


Part A, the Needs Plan, has been designed to 
accomodate the travel demands of the fore- 
casted year 2000 population based upon the 
pattern of distribution of this population. 
The highway element of Part A will have the capacity 
to accommodate the anticipated travel demand at 
level of service C. This level of service allows free- 
flowing traffic with minimal congestion. However, 


some areas of congestion would occur due to restric- 
tions on the number of lanes which would be 
required. These restrictions inciude right-of-way, 
environmentally sensitive areas and related problems. 
These areas would require additional traffic opera- 
tions treatment to relieve heavy congestion. The 
highway element of Part A was designed without 
regard to today’s funding sources. Present sources 
are not adequate to finance this Plan. 


Part B, the Cost Feasible Plan was developed 
based on the projected needs for the year-2000 but 
was restricted to the funding levels available today. 
The highway element would provide for the travel 
demands forecasted for the year 2000 but at a 
lower level of service. Congestion comparable to 
that presently existing in the Miami area would be 
evident. However, current funding levels from today’s 
sources would be adequate to complete the highway 
element of this Plan. 


YEAR 2000 TRANSIT ELEMENT 


Each of the Transportation Plans described above 
also contains a transit element. This element is the 
same for each Plan and has been designated the 
“Year 2000 Transit Cost Feasible System”. This 
Pinn consists of a fixed route system, an express 
bus service and a local area service, all of which 
are attainable under current funding levels. 


The fixed route system is based on the existing 
network of buses. This network would be expanded 
through extensions of existing routes and implemen- 
tation of new routes. 


The express bus route would utilize Interstate 95. 
The route would run from North Palm Beach to Boca 
Raton by way of West Paim Beach. Stations would be 
located at these three points. The buses would use 
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current transportation planning efforts. 


existing lanes if possible or an exclusive, buses only 
lane. 


The local area service would provide door-to-door 
transportation similar to the Dial-A-Ride currently 
in operation in Boca Raton during off-peak hours. 
These areas include West Palm Beach, a portion of 
Boynton Beach and continuation of the service in 
Boca Raton. 


Areas for potential transit service in the future were 
identified during the development of the transit 
element. These areas will be studied more closely 
during the Transit Development Program for the 
Urban Study Area currently under negotiation with 
a consulting firm. This Program will examine the 
current transit system and develop an improvement 
program to take place over the next five years. 
This study will also consider the transportation needs 
of the elderly and handicapped. 


The possibility of a fixed guideway transit system 
was considered and not included due to lack of 
demand and high cost. However, corridors for this 
transit system were identified in a study for the 
Florida Department of Transportation. This study, 
the “Southeast Florida Transit Corridor Study,” 
envisions a system beginning in northern Palm Beach 
County and connecting with the Dade County 
System. 


GUIDELINES FOR THE FUTURE 


Part A, the Needs Plan, is intended to serve as a 
guide to both public and private interests when 
planning for the future. Socio-economic data for 
residential, commercial and industrial development 
was forecasted to the year 2000. The Plan was devel- 
oped based on this data. It also illustrates the lag 
between land development and the provision of 
needed facilities. By having a planned committment 
to a future transportation network, private developers 
and governmental jurisdictions will have a tool to use 
in the development of desirable residential, com- 
mercial and industrial areas. 


Part B, the Cost Feasible Plan, has been designated 
as the “Recommended Plan”. It provides a 
realistic guide for programming improvements since 
it is based on available funding sources. Projects 
from this Plan will be used as input to the Transpor- 
tation Improvement Program, a five-year program 
of improvements to the transportation system within 
the Urban Area. 


COMPARATIVE CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PARTS OF 
THE “YEAR 2000 TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM PLAN” A 


PART A PART B 
Highway* Highway * 
Total Miles 1360 1255 
Miles New Facilities 126 25 
Miles of Widening or Existing 379 336 
Total Existing Miles to Plan 
Specifications 755 494 
Deficiency Miles — 200-400 A 
Transit Transit 
Fixed Guideway 0 0 
Express Bus o Express Bus 
Service 
Local Service Local Service, 
provides o~ 
Feeder Serv. 
to Express 
Bus 
Frequency 
Part A Part B 
Cost Needs Cost Feasible 
Transportation Improvement 
Program FY 77-81 85,135,000 85,135,000 
Highway Needs Plan 767,841,000 
Highway Cost Feasible 451,837,000 
Transit Cost Feasible 675,046,000 
Operating Deficit 88,211,000 88,211,000 
Capital Costs 28,550,000 28,550,000 
TOTAL 
*Low 969,737,000 659,733,000 
*High : 876,942,000 


A 


The development of these two transportation plans ~ 
illustrates the problems encountered when trying to 
provide for the needs of the public with the 
amount of money available. These plans aid in docu- 
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menting the necessity for legislative bodies to consider 
the creation of new sources of funding for transporta- 
tion improvements. 


> PUBLIC HEARING HELD 


In concurrence with federal rules and regulations a 
Public Hearing was conducted on August 24, 1977, 
at 7:30 - 9:30 PM. The purpose of this Hearing was 
to present the final proposed Plan to interested 
citizens of Palm Beach County. Participating citizens 
were given the opportunity to review the Plan and 
comment on its contents. The Hearing was continued 
on August 31, 1977, at a meeting of the Policy 
Committee. Since the Hearing was the final step prior 
to Plan adoption, the WPBUATS strongly urged 
the public to attend. 


Mr. Ned Brooke, Executive Secretary for the 

WPBUATS made an opening statement to those at- 

tending. In his statement, Mr. Brooke gave the pur- 

pose of the Hearing and a general overview of the 
~ Plan adoption process. 


Following Mr. Brooke’s statement, a presentation of 
the proposed Plan was made by Mr. Fred Pshyk, 
Project Director for the consulting firm of Peat, 
Marwick, Mitchell & Co. 


STAGING 


CORRIDOR STUDIES 
ALTERNATIVES 


TRANSPORTATION 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 


YEAR 2000 COST FEASIBLE 
TRANSPORTATION PLAN (B) 
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ANNUAL. ELEMENT 


A court reporter recorded the proceeding of the 
Public Hearing and prepared a transcript which 
documents the comments received from the public. 
The Hearing terminated at 9:00 PM, and was con- 
tinued on August 31, 1977, at 2:00 PM, in the Area 
Planning Board conference room. 


The Public Hearing was continued during the regular- 
ly scheduled meeting of the WPBUATS Policy Com- 
mittee. At the conclusion of the Hearing, the Year 
2000 Transportation System Plan was formally adop- 
ted by the Policy Committee. 


This Plan shall be reviewed and endorsed annually 
by the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO). 


AVAILABILITY OF DOCUMENTS 


Copies of the maps depicting the Transportation 
Plans and reports summarizing the input and detailing 
the plans will be available by January 1978. Prepara- 
tion is nearing completion and, upon printing, will be 
distributed to all municipalities, agencies and juris- 
dictions within the Urban Study Area. 


Copies may be examined at the Area Planning Board 
offices, 2300 Palm Beach Lakes Blvd., Suite 200, 
West Palm Beach, Florida. 


Se ae E eee a ee pe ey er ee Pe N T Ty A T 


AREA PLANNING BOARD oFPALM BEACH COUNTY 


Charles W. Potter Appointed by: Palm Beach County Legislative Delegation 
CHAIRMAN 


Thomas Altman —— Appointed by: Palm Beach County Legislative Delegation 
VICE CHAIRMAN 


Unfilled Appointed by: Palm Beach County Legislative Delegation 
Peggy B. Evatt Appointed by: Board of County Commissiorers 
Palm Beach County 
Robert Harp Appointed by: Palm Beach County Legislative Delegation 
Dr. Bernard Kimmel Appointed by: School Board of Palm Beach County 
W. H. Medlen Appointed by: = Board of County Commissioners 
l Palm Beach County 


R. William Rutter Jr. Appointed by: Board of County Commissioners 
Palm Beach County 


Dorothy H. Wilken ` Appointed by: Palm Beach County Legislative Delegation 
Frank W. Brutt © Executive Director 


Biri H. Biller, Direeter 
alm Beh. County Library System 
3650 Summit Blvd. 
INTER-OFFICE 


w 


apb FORUM 


NEWSLETTER OF THE AREA PLANNING BOARD OF PALM BEACH COUNTY 2300 PALM BEACH LAKES BLVD., WEST PALM.BEACH, FL. 33409 


